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On Oct. 10-11, over 4,500 Salvadoran refugees who had resided at the Mesa Grande camp in
Honduras, returned to their places of origin in Cabanas, Chalatenango and Usulutan departments
(see CAU 10/14/87). This unprecedented move by the Salvadoran government was reportedly an
effort to fulfill the spirit of the regional peace accord. Since then, however, the former refugees
have been subjected to unprovoked harassment by the Salvadoran authorities. The following
provides a partial summary of such incidents. Oct. 17: Military helicopters machine-gunned the area
surrounding the village of Guarjila in Chalatenango department. Nov. 1: Military units formed a
blockade around the repopulated area of Las Vueltas. Soldiers entered homes, threatening residents
with capture and other reprisals if they were found to be "interacting with the rebels." Nov. 5: At
10:00 a.m. local time, soldiers pertaining to the Belloso Batallion opened fire in areas surrounding
Las Vueltas. Nov. 8: A resident of the repopulated town of Copapayo traveled to the city of Suchitoto
to apply for his identification documents ("cedula"), and was taken into custody by the army. His
companions reportedly persuaded the army to release him. Nov. 9-12: Soldiers entered Guarjila
and camped out inside the community. Nov. 13: Aerial bombardment and machine-gunning of
*Canton Los Tubones, Arcatao jurisdiction, Chalatenango, resulting in one death, three injured. The
four residents were working in their bean plot when attacked. Week of Nov. 9: Soldiers damaged
nets containing fish and shrimp at a fishing cooperative run by former refugees on the coast in
Usulutan department. Precise date unknown: Soldiers in Santa Marta conducted a house-tohouse search asking for the whereabouts of specific individuals. According to CRIPDES (Christian
Committee for the Displaced, El Salvador), the army will not permit churches who supported the
resettlement effort to deliver humanitarian aid, such as food, clothing, and medicines. [News items
from CRIPDES, published 11/20/87 by El Rescate, 1813 West Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 94610.]
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